(1990) CARS (Create a Research Space) model. Based on the model, sixty Islamic research article introductions were analyzed in terms of the move structure and linguistic features that signal the use of the move. Findings show that most of the introductions contain all the moves prescribed by the model but the introductions that strictly follow the CARS Move structure is relatively small . This suggests that most of the introductions employ the rhetorical moves proposed by the CARS model, but deviate in terms of their organization.
Introduction
In second language (L2) writing, it is crucial for learners to have an understanding of genre knowledge. It will help them produce texts or written discourses according to the convention characterized by the discourse community and achieve the communicative purpose of the discourse. This genre awareness becomes particularly important and useful for learners at tertiary level, as they need to write academic texts according to the of writing and what skills and knowledge students need in order to be able to communicate effectively within rman [1] . Academic texts communicative purpose and by the presence of characteristic features with standardized form, function, and presentation that are part of , Thomas & Hawes [2] . Thus, in order to produce an effective research article, the writer must adhere to this generic rules and convention. The ability to write research article according to the discourse conventions can help the writer gain recognition in his/her academic disciplines through the publication of the research article.
In this regard, genre analysis has become a useful tool in describing and relating the linguistic features of a genre to their function and purpose. It provides a method to identify the communicative strategies or moves and applied linguistic purposes, including the teaching of English for S An influential research by Swales [4] helped to form the theory of genre in English for Specific Purposes communicat research article, particularly the introduction section. Central to this approach is the move structure analysis, which involves the identification of a then relating the stages of this contentresearch, Swales [4] proposed the Create a Research Space (CARS) model that can be used as an analytical tool to investigate the rhetorical structure of research article introductions. Many studies have been done on the rhetorical structure of research article introductions. In her study, Samraj [6] employed the CARS model to analyze the research article introductions from two related fields; Wildlife Behaviour and Conservation Biology. A greater degree of embedding was found in the analyzed texts, which was not captured by the CARS model. The study revealed that reference to previous literature is an element that can be found in different moves in the model. In addition, the researcher found variation in strategies/steps such as [7] also found the use of introductions and in this step, the present research is evaluated with regards to its novelty or applicability in the professional context. Both researchers agree that the CARS model did capture the main rhetorical organizations of the introduction. However, it needs to be more flexible to account for certain variations or features that are discipline specific. The CARS model has also been used to analyze RA introductions in languages other than English. These cross-cultural studies reveal the differences and cultural influences in the rhetorical organization of RA introductions. Hirano [8] found that the Brazilian ESP RA introductions lack Move 2 where the writers need to establish a niche for their research. This suggests that Brazilian writers when writing in Portuguese tend to avoid establishing a niche, which requires them to expose the fault in researches by their Brazilian colleagues. The feeling of solidarity with the local research community may lead the Brazilian scholars to avoid conflict with other researchers. The cultural influence can also be seen in Thai RA introductions. In her study, Jogthong [9] reports that Thai writers avoid using Move 1 Step 1 (Centrality claims) in their RA introductions. She explains that this may be due to the Thai culture in which it is improper for the writers to assert claims of their own work and promote themselves in public. This cultura work in Step 3 (Reviewing previous research) as this act would be seen as disrespecting their fellow researchers. From the previous studies, it can be concluded that disciplinary variations and cultural aspects can influence the rhetorical structure and language use in the research article introductions.
Though researchers set out to investigate the rhetorical organization of RA introductions in different academic fields and different languages, to the best of our knowledge, no study has been done with regard to the rhetorical organization of Islamic RA introductions. The present study, therefore, will analyze the rhetorical organization of 4] CARS model. Through move analysis, we aim to identify whether Islamic RA introductions follow or differ from the CARS model and to identify the variations in the steps used within each move between Islamic RA introductions and the CARS model. The results of this study can provide useful information on the rhetorical organization of Islamic RA introductions and enhance the understanding of rhetorical structure of Islamic RA introductions for novice writers. Moreover, the results of this study can have implications for the teaching of academic writing and English for Specific Purposes (ESP).
Data and method of analysis
The corpus used in this study consists of 60 Islamic research article introductions. The research articles were randomly selected from four Islamic journals; American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences, Journal of Islamic Studies, Hamdard Islamicus and IIUM Intellectual Discourse. These journals are dedicated to the scholarly study of all aspects of Islam and the Muslim world. Thus, the research articles published in these journals are fairly representative of the Islamic research articles. In terms of the boundary of introduction, some of the data were heading, they were clearly identified by their position in the article which is located in the first position after the intro moves which begin with a move where the author establishes a territory and this is followed by the second move of establishing a niche and finally the third move where the author occupies the niche.
The model is shown in Figure 1 Designing Rhetorical Effort
Move 1 Establishing a territory
Step 1 Claiming centrality and/or Step 2 Making topic generalization(s) and/or Step 3 Reviewing items of previous research
Move 2 Establishing a niche
Step 1 A Counter-claiming or
Step 1 B Indicating a gap or
Step 1 C Question-raising or
Step 1 D Continuing a tradition
Move 3 Occupying the niche
Step 1 A Outlining purposes
Step 1 B Announcing present research
Step 2 Announcing principal findings
Step 3 Indicating research article structure
Weakening knowledge claims
Increasing explicitness
Each research article introduction in this study was analyzed in terms of the Move-step sequences. The basic unit of analysis is the individual sentence which was examined based on the content and linguistic features, then classified into the moves and steps of the CARS model. In a very limited number of cases, a sentence can have two moves and the classification process can be difficult and not straightforward. Hence, the researchers followed more salient. On the oth
The organization of moves in the RA introductions was analyzed to determine the overall pattern (macrostructu more detailed analysis was done on the steps used within each move. They were identified based on the linguistic features suggested by Swales [4] that signify the use of a particular step. Through this stage of analysis, we were able to recognize which steps are preferred by the writers and discover the variations of the steps used in Islamic academic RA introductions.
Results
The finding on move-structure of Islamic RA introductions is summarized in Table 1 . It shows the types of move-pattern found in the corpus and the number of article introductions that have the pattern. 1-2-3 10
Total 60
The results in Table 1 show the variations of move structure in the Islamic academic RA introductions. The table shows that ten out of sixty article introductions exhibit the linear move-structure of M1-M2-M3 as the CARS model. The predominant pattern was found to be the M1-M3 structure with eleven out of sixty article introductions displaying this move structure. Introduction 19 below exhibits the M1-M3 structure. S1 (Sentence 1) to S8 (Sentence 8) refer to the sequence of sentences that appear in Introduction no. 19. 
S6)
The manual, in keeping with its title, takes a moral view of human personality, as opposed to the amoral theories of personality current in modern times.
2

S7)
The reason for this difference, radical as it may seem, lies in the vital difference of psychology, metaphysical in the one, and empirical in the other case, on which these views of personality are based.
1B
S8) I shall therefore briefly discuss below the nature of metaphysical and empirical psychology before
In this introduction, the author begins with Move 1 (establishing a territory). He makes centrality claims by stating Miskawaih as an eminent moralist, historian and theistic thinker of Persia (S1). In the following sentences, hen, the author ends the introduction (S8) with Move 3 (occupying the niche) by informing readers what he will be discussing in the paper, thus introducing his study to his readers. Here we can see how the author carefully establishes the territory in the beginning of the introduction, but then proceeds directly to Move 3 (occupying the niche) without first establishing a niche (Move 2).
Another noteworthy finding in the move structure of Islamic RA introductions is the emergence of M1 structure. With regards to the results concerning the step structure, the findings are summarized in Table 2 below:   Table 2 Number of sentences for each step within the move Table 2 shows that the most used step within Move 1 is step 2 (Making topic generalization) with 325 sentences belonging to this step. This step is prevalent in the corpus whereby authors make an elaborated description on the topic frame or make general statements about the topic/issue and its current state or progress.
MOVE
With regards to step 3 (Reviewing items of previous research), most of the authors of Islamic article introductions are found to review issues and ideas rather than review previous works/researches by other scholars. Instead of reporting the findings of other studies and pointing out what has not been done in the previous research, the literature reviews often refer to issues, notions or ideas. In addition, reference to the Quran and Hadith can be found frequently in Islamic article introductions. These citations of Quran and references to Hadith are another variation of literature review that authors of Islamic article regularly employ in the article introduction.
In their effort to establish a niche (Move 2), the authors of Islamic article introductions prefer to use step 1B (Indicating a gap) with 27 sentences allocated to this step. In addition to the four steps postulated in the CARS steps consist of expressed needs/desires/interests, logical conclusions and contrastive comments. However, the gaps, limitations or weaknesses are often indicated in the situation or the issue rather than in the previous research. This variation of Step 1B is illustrated in the following examples. In Move 3, authors need to occupy the niche that has been established earlier. The most preferable step to actualize Move 3 in Islamic RA introductions appears to be Step 1B (Announcing present research) with 94 sentences belonging to this step. This indicates that most of the authors announce or introduce their research to the readers. Interestingly, this introduction of present research can take many forms, from a brief statement to an elaborative introduction that entails what the researcher will do, the perspective of the study and the description of the main features of the research.
Step 3 (Indicating research article structure) becomes the second most used step within Move 3 with 44 occurrences. This high occurrence indicates that many of the authors did not merely end their article introductions with the announcement of the present research but continue with the information on the RA structure and the remaining content of the research article. By providing this specific information, readers would know what to expect in the discussion section and it also gives them an outline that can guide and facilitate their reading and understanding of the whole article.
The table also shows a category of sentences whic sentences in the Islamic RA introductions cannot be classified into any of the move-steps prescribed in the CARS model. These sentences possess elements that do not fit the standard CARS model, thus making them impractical to be assigned to any of the move or steps in the model. The first example of these unidentified sentences, which is given below, is in the form of a Quranic verse in Introduction 12.
Excerpt 3
Introduction 12 S1) O humanity! We have made you male and female, and appointed you to be peoples and tribes in
Discussion
The results reported in the previous section show that the overall move-pattern of Islamic academic RA introductions does not closely follow the pattern proposed by the CARS model. The variation in application and organization of the moves is evident in the corpus. Fifteen out of sixty article introductions employ all the moves proposed by the CARS model. Of this, five article introductions whose move structures repeat some of the moves were considered as close to the structure in the CARS model.
The result does not only demonstrate the variation in the order of moves but also the omission of moves in the Islamic RA introductions. The finding reveals M1-M3 structure as the predominant structure, which shows the omission of Move 2 (establishing a niche) in the introductions. The nature of the Islamic article may have influenced the omission of Move 2 in the introductions. The majority of the Islamic articles are theoretical type of paper in which the approach taken by the author is mainly to analyze, critically discuss an issue and offer a constructive study that can benefit the readers. As these are the objectives of their papers, the authors might have felt that Move 2 where they needed to indicate a gap, counter-claim ideas or criticize previous studies were irrelevant or unnecessary and thus might have chosen to leave out this move.
The finding for step preference shows Step 2 (Making topic generalization) as the most preferred step to be used in the Islamic RA introductions. This step was allocated to 325 sentences and this significant number reveals that the majority of the authors devoted the space in their introductions to this step. In this step, the authors naturally make statements about relevant issue or address current state of knowledge involving the research topic. The extensive use of topic generalization suggests that authors prefer this step as a strategy to help establish their research territory. They may consider this step as a comprehensive approach that not only provides their readers with background knowledge and familiarizes them with the topic, but conveys the importance of the research as well. In this way, the authors can avoid using step 1 which is centrality claim, which they may regard as too assertive in conveying the importance of the research to the readers.
Furthermore, a variation can be seen in the application of step 3 (Reviewing items of previous research). The authors tend to review issues and ideas rather than review previous works/researches by other scholars. This form of literature review is seen as part of the topic generalization or background knowledge as they are frequently located between step 2 (making topic generalization). Thus, it can be said that their primary function is not to create a research space in the literature, but to support the background knowledge provided by the authors. This is demonstrated in the example from Introduction 10:
Excerpt 4
Move
Step Introduction Sentence
No. In the example above, after addressing the issue of Muslim revivalist groups (sentence 3), the author reviews the same issue that has happened in Malaysia. The author then continues to discuss the effect of Islamic movement (sentence 5). Here sentence 4 does not only serve as a form of literature review, but part of the knowledge on the subject matter.
A distinctive form of literature review, the reference to the Quran and Hadith is prevalent in the Islamic RA that may arise on the particular issue/topic. Apart from the variation in the moves and steps used in the corpus, this study identified several features that cannot be accounted for in the CARS model. From the analysis, the researchers found Quranic citation that occurs in some of the article introductions. The Quranic verse/citation is a unique feature that can be found frequently in Islamic article introduction. It may be seen as irrelevant in relation to the CARS model, but it certainly holds a significant value as a primary source of knowledge for Muslims. Thus, the presence of Quranic citation in the Islamic article introductions is regarded as constantly relevant and significant.
Another type of sentence that cannot be classified into any of the moves and steps in the CARS model is the sentence whereby the author expresses the possible contribution of the study. Below are the examples of this category of sentence. These sentences do not give preview of the principal findings of the study, but indicates what the study will contribute. It expresses the hope of the author that the study will provide a positive input to the understanding of the research topic.
Conclusion
The primary aims of this study were to explore the move-pattern of Islamic academic RA introductions and identification of variations in the steps used to actualize each move. The result pointed to the fact that the movestructure of Islamic RA introductions does not closely resemble the move-structure proposed by the CARS model. The variations in terms of the organization and application of moves were evident with only 10 introductions strictly following the move structure proposed by the CARS model. Vari within the move shows how they choose to approach their introduction writing and appeal to the readers. The disciplinary variation can be said as a major contributing factor to the variation of rhetorical organization found in the Islamic RA introductions. The subject matter of Islamic article involved issues related to Muslim and Islamic teaching. The style of writing is more on discussion where information and content of the introduction is organized in a way that can provide readers with background knowledge of the subject matter. Hence, the gaps, limitations or weaknesses are often indicated in the situation or the issue rather than in the previous research as the focus of the paper is to gain better understanding and discuss the issue or topic. main task is to analyze, critically discuss an issue and offer a constructive study that can benefit the readers. Hence, the article introduction is also designed to serve this purpose. Authors do not feel the need to indicate a gap, counter-claim ideas or criticize the previous studies in their introduction. the article introductions. Here, the main concern of the article introductions might be to provide readers with comprehensive theoretical background and establish a strong basis for their research. Thus, in this study, the way the Islamic article introductions are written and rhetorically organized is very much influenced by the communicative purpose of the author.
Apart from the variations in the organization of the moves and implementation of the steps, there are several unique features found in the Islamic RA introductions that cannot be explained using the CARS model. The Quranic citation and reference to the Hadith and Quran are unique characteristics of the Islamic RA introductions. This indicates that even though the CARS model represents the standard pattern of research article introduction, it does not account for some unique features or variations found in the Islamic article introductions. These unique features and differences found in the corpus may be due to the disciplinary variations of Islamic research articles. Hence, a degree of flexibility is needed in applying the model as different disciplines may implement different rhetorical choices that lead to the variations in the research article introductions. rhetorical organization of RA introductions. Moreover, it can also be used as a basic guideline for novice writers in constructing a research article introduction that achieve their communicative purpose, appropriate to the respective discourse community and facilitate the study investigated a small corpus of Islamic academic RA introductions. As such, the findings reported here might not reflect the overall rhetorical organization of Islamic RA introductions. Further research with much larger corpus is necessary to generalize the discovery on rhetorical organization of Islamic RA introductions.
Nonetheless, the findings of this study may have some implications for the learning and teaching of English for Specific Purposes (ESP). It exposes students to the variation of rhetorical moves in Islamic RA introductions, develops better understanding of the construction and organization of a research article introduction and provides teachers with relevant information that can help to improve their teaching approach and materials for the ESP course.
